
MINUTES 

Madison County Mental Health Board 

Meeting Place: Madison County Administration Building 

157 N. Main Street, Room 309 – Edwardsville, IL 62025 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

 

 

Board Members Attending: Nick Petrillo, Walter Hunter, Herb Clay, David Baker, Paul Malcharek,                      

                                                Sarah Calvin     

                                                

Board Members Excused: David Nosacka 

 

Staff Attending:  Deborah Humphrey, Michelle Brooks 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Hunter called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.  

 

WELCOME 

Mr. Hunter introduced new Executive Director, Deborah Humphrey and welcomed new Board 

Member, Sarah Calvin.  

 

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 MINUTES 

A motion to approve the September 4, 2019 Meeting Minutes was made by Mr. Clay and seconded by 

Mr. Baker. Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2019 CLAIMS 

A motion to approve the October & November 2019 Claims was made by Mr. Baker and seconded by 

Mr. Clay.  Motion carried. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REQUESTS 

A. Administrative Request for Transfer of Funds to Madison County Child Advocacy for the final 

six months of fy2019 of counseling services as contracted, not to exceed $17,900.55. Motion 

was made by Mr. Baker and seconded by Mr. Petrillo to approve this request. Motion carried.  

B. Administrative Request for Payment of $2,941.96 for a SIUE Graduate student to develop a 

Community Behavioral Health Needs Analysis. Motion made by Mr. Clay and seconded by 

Mr. Baker to approve the request. Motion carried. 

C. Administrative Request for Payment for Deborah Humphrey and Herb Clay to attend the 

ACMHAI Conference December 5th & 6th, 2019 (transportation, room, per diem). Motion made 

by Mr. Petrillo and seconded by Dr. Malcharek to approve the request. Motion carried.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT / AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Centerstone of IL (Alton Office) – Ms. Tyree announced that Centerstone was just featured in TIME 

magazine in an article about behavioral health. She also reported that they will implement a Zero 

Suicide Initiative in six months. 

 

William BeDell ARC – Mr. Rollins reported that the Agency dance went well. 

 



Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Southern Illinois – Ms. Baxter reported they had implemented 

seizure first aid training in some Schools. She then introduced Ms. Shearer, who said their programs 

are running smoothly and thanked us for our support. 

 

Heartlinks – Ms. Cuddeback thanked us for our support, reported that they have grief support in 

several schools and they are planning an event for survivors of suicide. 

 

BHA – Ms. Gunning reported that our funding allows them to provide services to those without 

insurance. 

 

NAMI – Ms. Rudloff coordinates support groups for NAMI, and there are two in Madison County 

now. They are currently working on the stepping up initiative. 

 

Doug Seest – Mr. Seest is a biblical counselor in an Alhambra church and is working with NAMI on 

the stepping up program. 

 

Catholic Charities – Ms. Brown reported that they have locations in Alton and Granite City. They 

accept insurance and also bill on a sliding scale. 

 

Chestnut – Mr. Mercer reported that Dr. Kevin Garner is back at Chestnut. He also reported on the 

MAT program. They predicted they would treat 84 clients, but have treated 248 so far. They are also 

offering treatment for pregnant women. 

 

Riverbend Family Ministries (RFM) – Ms. Iskarous gave an overview of their agency. She reported 

that they will be moving to a larger building across the street from their current location. Their banquet 

was a success, and they will be holding a Community Christmas event that will serve about 250 

children. 

 

Refuge – Ms. Bickle reported that they are one of six non-profits housed at Riverbend Family 

Ministries. They have been very busy, and our support allows them to serve more children. 

 

Child Advocacy Center – Ms. Cohan spoke about the services they provide for victims of child 

sexual abuse and severe physical abuse. Our funding helps provide therapeutic services. They are 

currently looking for a licensed clinical provider. 

 

St. John’s Community Care - Ms. Berry spoke of their Adult Day Care Centers in Collinsville and 

Edwardsville, their three support groups and stress busting classes for Caregivers. 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Introduced herself and shared her past 30 plus years of experience in behavioral health. Deborah 

previously coordinated hospital inpatient adult psychiatric services, directing adult crisis and youth 

emergency residential services, and was the Associate Director for the St Clair County Mental Health 

Board. She is excited to be in her new role with the Madison County Mental Health Board and is 

planning to reach out to each agency and schedule visits to meet and learn more about each provider. 

She shared plans to include the Mental Health Board funded agencies in the upcoming Community 

Needs Analysis. All providers will be contacted to participate in a key informant interview. This will 

give us a current picture of the needs, gaps, and issues that will assist the Mental Health Board in 

prioritizing service needs and appropriation of funding. 



Deborah shared that she finished a term (2018) as the President of the Association of Community 

Mental Health Authorities (ACMHAI) which is the trade association for Community Mental Health 

Boards. She stressed the importance and value of ACMHAI membership. ACMHAI contracts a 

lobbyist who is knowledgeable about mental health, substance abuse, and developmental disabilities. 

The Community Mental Health Act has been threatened over the years and ACMHAI lobbyist have 

been diligent in working to protect the Mental Health Act (HB708). This past year the Act was 

threatened when the Illinois Sheriffs Association proposed legislation to take 20% of the Mental 

Health Board funding. Quick response from the ACMHAI Legislation Committee and lobbyist 

meeting with legislators prevented this from occurring. Debbie shared that Board members are invited 

to attend quarterly best practice trainings and meetings. 

 

Deborah reported updates on the Stepping Up, Program and Resolution. NAMI and the Veteran’s 

Commission are the initial advocates who are recommending Madison County sign the Resolution. 

The Resolution seeks to reduce the number of people with mental illness in Jail. If a Resolution is 

supported, the Sequential Intercept Model will be used to look at this issue Work is being done to 

engage key stakeholders. A recommendation will be made for the Mental Health Board to sign the 

Resolution at a later meeting when key stakeholders agree to collaborate and make a commitment to 

the initiative.  

 

She shared other opportunities to work with the criminal justice system through programs like Juvenile 

Redeploy and Adult Redeploy Illinois. She has been involved in both Juvenile and Adult Redeploy 

since the inception of each. The number of youth sent to prison was reduced from an average of 90 

youth being sent to the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice to under 10 in two years of the grant. 

Deborah will be talking more with Madison County Probation about the potential of the Mental Health 

Board taking over administration of this grant. 

 

Suicide prevention has been another huge work that she has been involved in as the facilitator of the 

St. Clair County Suicide Prevention Alliance. The St. Clair County Alliance, Madison County Mental 

Health Board, and Health Department have been working together on suicide prevention for a more 

regional approach. Through the collective work a partnership was established with the American 

Foundation for Suicide Prevention. Both counties are currently working on a Best Practice for Suicide 

Training for Physicians and Healthcare Professionals. Nationally physicians are now the occupation 

that has the highest suicide rate.  Deborah is asking that everyone assist with marketing this event by 

sharing the flyer or information with any and all physicians or healthcare professionals that you might 

know. 

 

 

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT 

The Residency Requirement had a first reading in August. Motion was made by Mr. Clay and 

seconded by Mr. Baker to adopt the Residency Requirement as part of the Mental Health Board By-

laws. Motion carried. 

 

 

2020 Calendar 

Motion to adopt the 2020 meeting calendar was made by Mr. Petrillo, seconded by Dr. Malcharek. 

Motion carried. 

 

 



 

 

FY2020 Budget & Funding Announcements 
Discussion was held on the fy20 budget. The Mental Health Board budget request was not funded 

completely. County Board approval will be November 21, 2019. We will not be funding any new 

Agencies. Ms. Brooks will mail contracts to funded agencies. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business on the table, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:25pm was made by Mr. 

Baker and seconded by Mr. Clay. Motion carried.   

 

  


